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The Institute of Arts has a significant research and educational potential; it consistently works on the modernization of the educational process and the improvement of practical training of future stage and concert performers, painters, designers, music teachers, choreographers, fine-and applied-art teachers. The primary tasks of the staff are to develop professional competence of their students and to encourage in them independence and creativity.
The Institute educates and trains specialists in different fields of arts and artistic education; it offers doctoral and postgraduate programmes, and refresher courses for those who seek new knowledge and want to develop their pedagogical and artistic skills. Talented young people from the Ivano-Frankivsk, Zakarpattia, Lviv, Ternopil, Rivne, Khmelnytskyi, Kyiv, Poltava Oblasts, from other regions of Ukraine and the Ukrainian diaspora study at the Institute. The Institute of Arts was the first higher educational institution in Prykarpattia to offer education and training in the field of theatrical art. The Institute of Arts has its own scientific publication, Newsletter Precarpathian University. Art studies; the Journal's Scientific Editor is V. Dutchak, Doctor of Art Criticism, Professor. Annually, the professors, PhD, MA and BA students of the Institute publish about 150 monographs, papers, textbooks, guides, educational materials. In the last fifteen years, the Institute has organized more than twenty international, All-Ukrainian and regional scientific/methodological conferences and seminars, contests, festivals highly appraised by Ukrainian and international researchers, educators and viewers.
In 2008, there was created a specialized Dissertation Committee with the function of awarding a candidate's degree in Art Criticism. Its members are renowned Ukrainian specialists in the fields of culturology, decorative and applied arts. The Committee has earned the reputation of an authoritative academic organ.
The Institute of Arts of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University is a well-known regional centre of culture and arts; its professors and students plan, organize and actively participate in various cultural and artistic projects. The Institute has initiated a convention for students of artistic higher educational institutions, the All-Ukrainian Contests for Young Vocalists named after Ira Malaniuk, a famous Ukrainian and Austrian operatic contralto. Another important project launched by the Institute is the Regional Contest for Young Actors named after Oksana Zatvarska, Merited Artist of Ukraine, first actress of Halychyna to receive this title. The professors and students of the Fine Arts Department and the Decorative and Applied Arts Department had many international (Poland, Romania, Italy, Russia) and national exhibitions; the All-Ukrainian exhibition Nas Sim (There Are Seven of Us) displaying the works by Professors V. Sandiuk, B. Hladkyi, B. Boichuk, B. Hubal, V. Lukan, O. Chuiko, M. Pavliuk, B. Brynskyi was shown in Kyiv, Lviv, Chernivtsi, Ternopil, Uzhhorod, Kamianets-Podilskyi.
The students of the Institute annually win prizes at various contests, festivals and olympiads. In recent years, 43 students of the Institute of Arts have become prize winners and Grand prix winners of All-Ukrainian and international contests and festivals; some of their major achievements are presented below.
At the 3 rd Open Contest for Young Actors named after Oksana Zatvarska, 2014-2015, Yurii Vykhovonets, fifth-year student, the class of Associate Professor N. Hrytsan, won the Grand Prix; another student, Oksana Korol got the first-degree award. A team of students won the first-degree award at the International Contest for Young Clothes Designers Vodohrai, the Collection category.
In the last three years, the Institute's best students have received first-degree awards at different contests and festivals; some of the names are presented below:
Viktor Kobets, second-year student, specialty: Decorative and Applied Arts, project director: The Institute of Arts extends its international cooperation; it has established professional ties with educational institutions of Italy, Poland, Romania, Greece, Belarus, whose experts and educators are invited to share their experience in innovative artistic forms and technologies, to make presentationі and give master classes for the students and the staff.
The Institute encourages its students to undertake new forms of artistic and pedagogical activity. Now one of its main educational trends is creating artistic groups that work in different styles and genres. The Institute of Arts maintains close cooperation with the organizations of the National Union of Artists of Ukraine, theatrical and concert institutions, popular folk art groups and ensembles of the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast.
The Institute of Arts is a unique education and research unit within the structure of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University; its major achievement is the development of a coordinated approach to teaching the humanities and arts. Now it is a leading educational, research and methodological centre of Prykarpattia; it is a social and cultural centre known far beyond the region. The tactical task of the Institute is to improve its educational, research and social policy; its strategic tasks are to promote the idea of the national revival and to develop Ukrainian culture.
